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Employment and Settling Down of Care Workers in
Nursing Homes in Peripheral Regions:
A Case Study in Chikuhou Area of Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract : By interviewing care workers and facility directors, this study investigates the careers and employee
characteristics of care workers in nursing homes in Chikuhou Area of Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan. It clarifies how care
workers settle in this area. The results show the tendency that many care workers are born in Chikuhou Area. Men
with experience in other industries now work in nursing care service industries to settle down here before their mid-
twenties, while women continue work after their forties. The following three factors cause this. First, care workers
find jobs through local informal networks to acquire stable salaries and status. Second, they find fulfillment in their
careers and maintain good human relationships. Third, family elements such as marriage, childbirth, child-rearing,
caring for aging persons, family business, and other elements such as the regional dialects older people use, the sense
of being cared for by the corporation influence their continued work.
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